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اﻟﺤﻤﺪ ﷲ رب اﻟﻌﺎﻟﻤﯿﻦ و اﻟﺼﻼة و اﻟﺴﻼم ﻋﻠﻰ ﻋﺒﺪ اﷲ و رﺳﻮﻟﻪ و ﺧﻠﯿﻠﻪ ﻧﺒﯿﻨﺎ ﻣﺤﻤﺪ و ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻪ و أﺻﺤﺎﺑﻪ
أﺟﻤﻌﯿﻦ أﻣﺎ ﺑﻌﺪ:
Indeed from the most important of the great obligations and great trusts, which are
obligatory upon the slave, [and] that, the pay concern to in this life, is his children. [This
is] in regards to their cultivation, discipline, advising and guiding them. Indeed the
children are from the several great trusts, which Allah has commanded with its
preservation and being payed attention to:
Allah Says whilst mentioning the characteristics of the believers:

َ اﻋ
َ َو ﱠاﻟِﺬ
ﻮن
ُ ِﻬ ْﻢ َو َﻋ ْﻬِﺪ ِﻫ ْﻢ َر
ِ ﯾﻦ ُﻫ ْﻢ ِ َﻷ َﻣ َﺎﻧﺎﺗ
“Those who are faithfully true to their Amanat (all the duties which Allah has ordained,
honesty, moral responsibility and trusts etc.) and to their covenants.”
(Surah Al Mu’minoon Verse. 8)

And Allah says:

َﯾﻦ َآ َﻣُﻨﻮا َﻻ َﺗ ُﺨﻮُﻧﻮا ﱠ
َ اﻟﺮ ُﺳ
ُ ﻮل َوَﺗ ُﺨﻮُﻧﻮا أَ َﻣ َﺎﻧﺎﺗ
َ ِﻜ ْﻢ َوأَ ْﻧُﺘ ْﻢ َﺗ ْﻌَﻠ ُﻤ
َ ﱡﻬﺎ ﱠاﻟِﺬ
َ ﯾَﺎ أَﯾ
ﻮن
اﷲ َو ﱠ
“O you who believe! Betray not Allah and His Messenger, nor betray knowingly your
Amanat (things entrusted to you and all the duties which Allah has ordained for you).”
(Surah Al Anfaal Verse. 27)

As Allah is the one whom has bestowed this great bounty upon the parents, He says:

َﺸﺎء ﱡ
َ ْ ات َو
َ ِﻤﻦ ﯾ
َ ِﻤ ْﻦ ﯾ
َ َﺨُﻠ ُﻖ َﻣﺎ ﯾ
ْض ﯾ
َ َﺸﺎء إَِﻧ ًﺎﺛﺎ َوﯾ
َ َﺸﺎء ﯾ
ﻮر
ِ ﺎو
ِ ِﱠ
َ اﻟﺬ ُﻛ
َ َﻬ ُﺐ ﻟ
َ َﻬ ُﺐ ﻟ
َ اﻟﺴ َﻤ
ﷲ ُﻣْﻠ ُﻚ ﱠ
ِ اﻷ ْر
“To Allah belongs the kingdom of the heavens and the earth. He creates what He wills.
He bestows female (offspring) upon whom He wills, and bestows male (offspring)
upon whom He wills.”
(Surah Ash Shuraa Verse. 49)

Then indeed he has bestowed them upon him and obligated for them rights and
obligations; he has made it a test for the fathers: if they establish it towards the
children as Allah has commanded, then they will have with Allah a great reward. If
they are negligent in regards to it, they expose themselves for a punishment in
accordance to their negligence.
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Allah Ta’ala said:

ﻮد َﻫﺎ ﱠ
َ ﺎر ُة َﻋَﻠ ْﯿ َﻬﺎ َﻣَﻼﺋ
ُ آﻣُﻨﻮا ُﻗﻮا أَﻧ ُﻔ َﺴ ُﻜ ْﻢ َوأَ ْﻫﻠ
َ ﱡﻬﺎ ﱠاﻟِﺬ
ُ ﺎرا َوُﻗ
َ ﯾَﺎأَﯾ
ِﻜ ٌﺔ ِﻏَﻼ ٌظ ِﺷَﺪ ٌاد
َ ﺎس َواْﻟ ِﺤ َﺠ
ً ِﯿﻜ ْﻢ َﻧ
َ ﯾﻦ
ُ اﻟﻨ
“O you who believe! Ward off from yourselves and your families a Fire (Hell) whose
fuel is men and stones, over which are (appointed) angels stern (and) severe.”
(Surah At Tahreem Verse. 6)

The Verse is a great foundation in regards to the obligation of paying attention and
concern to the children, their cultivation, and paying concern for their condition.
The rightly guided Khalifah ‘Ali ibn Abi Taalib - may Allah be pleased with him - said in
clarifying this Verse:

ﻋﻠﻤﻮﻫﻢ و ادﺑﻮﻫﻢ
“Teach them and discipline them.”
The emphasis of this command on the fathers and a clarification of its obligation has
been authenticated from the Prophet ( )ﷺin his statement:

َ ٌ ُﻛﱡﻠ ُﻜ ْﻢ َراع َو ُﻛﱡﻠ ُﻜ ْﻢ َﻣ ْﺴُﺌ
ٌ اﻋﯿ
ٌ ِﻪ َو ْﻫ َﻮ َﻣ ْﺴُﺌ
ٌ اع َو ْﻫ َﻮ َﻣ ْﺴُﺌ
َﺔ َﻋَﻠﻰ
ِ ﻮل َواْﻟ َﻤ ْﺮأَ ُة َر
ِ اع َﻋَﻠﻰ أَ ْﻫﻠ
ﻮل َو ﱠ
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ٍ َ ْ َ

Every one of you is a guardian and every one of you is responsible (for his wards). A
ruler is a guardian and is responsible (for his subjects); a man is a guardian of his
family and responsible (for them); a wife is a guardian of her husband's house and she
is responsible (for it), a slave is a guardian of his master's property and is responsible
(for that). Beware! All of you are guardians and are responsible (for your wards).
(Saheeh Al Bukhari and Muslim)

His statement “Responsible” is a reminder with the questioning of Allah of his slave
regarding this trust when he stands in front of him on the Day of Judgement. Rather,
some of the people of knowledge have said: “Indeed Allah will ask the father in regards
to his child on the Day of Judgement before he asks the child regarding his father, the
same way the father has rights upon his child then the child also has rights upon his
father.”
Ibn Umar - may Allah be pleased with him - said:

ٌ  َوِإﱠﻧ ُﻪ َﻣ ْﺴُﺌ،  َﻣ َﺎذا أَﱠد ْﺑَﺘ ُﻪ ؟ َو َﻣ َﺎذا َﻋﱠﻠ ْﻤَﺘ ُﻪ، ﻮل َﻋ ْﻦ َوَﻟِﺪ َك
ٌ  َﻓِﺈﱠﻧ َﻚ َﻣ ْﺴُﺌ، أَﱢد ِب ا ْﺑَﻨ َﻚ
ِﻪ َﻟ َﻚ
ِ اﻋَﯿﺘ
ِ ﻮل َﻋ ْﻦ ِﺑ ﱢﺮ َك َو َﻃ َﻮ
“Discipline your child, for indeed you will be asked regarding your child: what
discipline did you give him? What did you teach him? And he will be asked regarding
his righteousness and obedience towards you.”
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The same way [that] Allah has enjoined upon the children obedience to their fathers
and the obligation of being good towards them with his statement:

َ ﻧﺴ
ﺎن ِﺑ َﻮاﻟَِﺪ ْﯾ ِﻪ إِ ْﺣ َﺴ ًﺎﻧﺎ
َ اﻹ
ِ َو َو ﱠﺻ ْﯿَﻨﺎ
“And we have enjoined on man to be dutiful and kind to his parents.”
(Surah Al Ahqaaf Verse. 15)

Then, he has also enjoined upon the fathers regarding their children in regards to their
cultivation and discipline.
As Allah Ta’ala said:

ُّ ﯿﻜ ُﻢ
ُ ﻮﺻ
اﷲ ﻓِﻲ أَ ْو َﻻِد ُﻛ ْﻢ
ِ ُﯾ
“Allah commands you as regards your children's (inheritance).”
(Surah An Nisaa Verse. 11)

Our noble Prophet ( )ﷺhas informed us that the parents have a profound affect
upon their children in regards to their beliefs and Religion, let alone their manners and
nature. He said:

َ ِ ِﻪ أَ ْو ُﯾ َﻤ ﱢﺠ َﺴﺎﻧ
ْ ﻮﻟُﺪ َﻋَﻠﻰ اْﻟﻔ
َ ﻮد ُﯾ
 َﻫ ْﻞ َﺗ َﺮى،ﯿﻤ َﺔ
ِ ِﻪ أَ ْو ُﯾَﻨ ﱢﺼ َﺮاﻧ
ِ َﻮا ُه ُﯾ َﻬ ﱢﻮَداﻧ
ٍ ُﻛ ﱡﻞ َﻣ ْﻮُﻟ
َ َﻬ
َ َﻬ
َ  َﻓَﺄﺑ،ِِﻄ َﺮة
ِ ﯿﻤ ِﺔ ُﺗ ْﻨَﺘ ُﺞ اْﻟﺒ
ِ  َﻛ َﻤﺜ ِﻞ اْﻟﺒ،ِﻪ
َﻓ
ﺎء
َ ِﯿﻬﺎ َﺟ ْﺪ َﻋ
“Every child is born with a true faith of Islam (i.e. to worship none but Allah Alone) and
his parents convert him to Judaism or Christianity or Magianism, as an animal delivers
a perfect baby animal. Do you find it mutilated?”
(Saheeh Al Bukhari and Muslim)

This is a profound similitude that is perceived (i.e., witnessed), for indeed an animal
customarily delivers animals free from defects and illnesses, from that which is
witnessed, [and] it isn’t mutilated, or cut in its head, ear or foot. That only occurs from
its owner or one taking care of it either by being negligent towards it or by his direct
action.
Similarly, the child is born upon a natural disposition; if he learns lying, cheating,
corruption, deviance, or other than it from the evils, then it is due to an external
matter other than the natural disposition. It could either be due to a bad cultivation,
and negligence in it, or by an external effect such as evil companions or other than
them from those whom are mixed with.
Due to the importance of this trust and its greatness, I will mention here the most
important pillars and foundations which is binding upon every father - that he pays
concern to it [and] makes this noble and great intent a reality.
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Choosing a Righteous Spouse
Indeed, from the first pillars in regards to cultivation is choosing a righteous spouse;
this is before you are blessed with children. Thus it’s upon you to strive in choosing a
righteous spouse known [to be] upon righteousness and piety, because she will be an
aid for you upon their cultivation, discipline, and raising them with a righteous
cultivation. Even if she doesn’t aid (you) in regards to the cultivation of the children,
she won’t be harmful upon them in regards to their Religion and manners.
For this reason, it has come from our noble Prophet ( )ﷺan encouragement upon
choosing a righteous spouse who is religious. He said:

 ﻓﺎﻇﻔﺮ ﺑﺬات اﻟﺪﯾﻦ ﺗﺮﺑﺖ ﯾﺪاك، وﻟﺪﯾﻨﻬﺎ، وﻟﺠﻤﺎﻟﻬﺎ، وﻟﺤﺴﺒﻬﺎ، ﻟﻤﺎﻟﻬﺎ:ﺗﻨﻜﺢ اﻟﻤﺮأة ﻷرﺑﻊ
“A woman is married for four things: her wealth, her family status, her beauty and her
religion. So you should marry the religious woman (otherwise) you will be a loser.”
(Saheeh Al Bukhari and Muslim)

Invocation
From the greatest of these pillars is invocation for the children; the invocation can be
before they are born or after. Thus the parents [should] invoke Allah that He blesses
them with righteous offspring, and they [should] invoke Allah for guidance for their
children, [to be] upon righteousness and firmness upon the Religion after Allah blesses
them with children.
Following in that is the example of the Prophets ()ﷺ, as Allah informed us of His
intimate friend Ibrahim, that he said:

َ ِﺤ
ﯿﻦ
ِ اﻟﺼﺎﻟ
َر ﱢب َﻫ ْﺐ ﻟِﻲ ِﻣ َﻦ ﱠ
"My Lord! Grant me (offspring) from the righteous."
(Surah As Saaffaat Verse. 100)

He also said:

اﻟﺼَﻼ ِة َو ِﻣﻦ ُذ ﱢرﱠﯾﺘِﻲ
ِﯿﻢ ﱠ
َ اﺟ َﻌْﻠﻨِﻲ ُﻣﻘ
ْ َر ﱢب
"O my Lord! Make me one who performs As-Salat (Iqamat-as-Salat), and (also) from
my offspring.”
(Surah Ibraaheem Verse. 40)

Similarly Zakariyah ()ﻋﻠﯿﻪ اﻟﺴﻼم:
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ً ﱠﺔ َﻃﱢﯿﺒ
ً ﻧﻚ ُذ ﱢرﯾ
َ ﺎل َر ﱢب َﻫ ْﺐ ﻟِﻲ ِﻣﻦ ﱠﻟُﺪ
َ ﱠﻪۖ َﻗ
َ ُﻫَﻨﺎﻟ
ﯿﻊ ﱡ
ﺎء
ُ ِﻚ َد َﻋﺎ َز َﻛ ِﺮﯾﱠﺎ َرﺑ
ُ َﺔۖ ِإﱠﻧ َﻚ َﺳ ِﻤ
ِ اﻟﺪ َﻋ
“At that time Zakariya (Zachariya) invoked his Lord, saying: "O my Lord! Grant me from
You, a good offspring. You are indeed the All-Hearer of invocation."
(Surah Ali Imraan Verse. 38)

And from the supplication of the slaves of the Most Merciful whom the Lord of the
Creation praised, is their statement:

َ اﺟ َﻌْﻠَﻨﺎ ِﻟْﻠ ُﻤﱠﺘﻘ
ﺎﻣﺎ
ً ِﯿﻦ ِإ َﻣ
ْ اﺟَﻨﺎ َوُذ ﱢرﯾﱠﺎﺗَِﻨﺎ ُﻗ ﱠﺮ َة أَ ْﻋُﯿ ٍﻦ َو
ِ َرﺑَﱠﻨﺎ َﻫ ْﺐ َﻟَﻨﺎ ِﻣ ْﻦ أَ ْز َو
"Our Lord! Bestow on us from our wives and our offspring who will be the comfort of
our eyes, and make us leaders for the Muttaqun.”
(Surah Al Furqaan Verse.74)

From the bounties of Allah and His generosity is that Allah has made the invocation of
the parent for his children answered and not rejected, as it has been affirmed from the
Prophet ( )ﷺthat he said:

ْ
َ َﺛ
ٌ ات ُﻣ ْﺴَﺘ َﺠﺎﺑ
ﻮم
ٍ ﻼ ُث َد َﻋ َﻮ
ِ ِﯿﻬ ﱠﻦ َد ْﻋ َﻮ ُة اْﻟ َﻮاﻟِِﺪ َوَد ْﻋ َﻮ ُة اْﻟ ُﻤ َﺴﺎﻓ
ِ َﺎت َﻻ َﺷ ﱠﻚ ﻓ
ِ ِﺮ َوَد ْﻋ َﻮ ُة اْﻟ َﻤﻈُﻠ
Three invocations are answered, there being no doubt about them: that of a father,
that of a traveller, and that of one who has been wronged.”
(Reported by Abu Dawood and At Tirmithi and Authenticated by Imam Al Albani in As Saheehah 597)

From that which is befitting to be brought to attention in this context is that it’s upon
the parents that they stay away from invoking upon their children with evil, especially
in a situation of anger. They shouldn’t be hasty with invocation upon their child, thus
their invocation may be answered and then they will regret after that severely.
Indeed, our noble Prophet ( )ﷺwarned us from that. He said:

 ﻻ ﺗﻮاﻓﻘﻮا ﻣﻦ اﷲ ﺳﺎﻋﺔ ﯾﺴﺄل ﻓﯿﻬﺎ، وﻻ ﺗﺪﻋﻮ ﻋﻠﻰ أﻣﻮاﻟﻜﻢ، وﻻ ﺗﺪﻋﻮا ﻋﻠﻰ أوﻻدﻛﻢ،ﻻ ﺗﺪﻋﻮا ﻋﻠﻰ أﻧﻔﺴﻜﻢ
 ﻓﯿﺴﺘﺠﯿﺐ ﻟﻜﻢ،ﻋﻄﺎء
“Do not invoke curses on yourself, or on your children, or on your possessions, lest
you should happen to do it at a moment when the supplications are accepted, and
your prayer might be granted."
(Saheeh Muslim)

Allah Ta’ala says:

ﺎن ِﺑ ﱠ
ُ ﻧﺴ
ً ﺎن َﻋ ُﺠ
َ ﺎﻟﺸ ﱢﺮ ُد َﻋ
َ اﻹ
َ ﺎء ُه ِﺑﺎْﻟ َﺨ ْﯿ ِﺮۖ َو َﻛ
ُ ﻧﺴ
ﻮﻻ
َ اﻹ
ِ ْ َوﯾ َْﺪ ُع
ِ ْ ﺎن
“And man invokes (Allah) for evil as he invokes (Allah) for good and man is ever hasty.”
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(Surah Al Israa Verse.11)

Qatadah - may Allah have mercy upon him - said:
“He invokes (curse) on his wealth [and] thus he curses his wealth and child; if Allah
were to answer his invocation it will destroy him.”
Al-Allaamah Abdurrahman As-Sa’dee - may Allah have mercy upon him - said:
“This is from the ignorance of a person - him being hasty. Whereas he invokes upon
himself, children, or wealth with evil whilst he is angry. He is hasty to that invocation
like he is hasty with invoking (Allah) in good.”

Choosing Good Names
From the matters which aid in the cultivation of the children - a righteous cultivation is that the parents choose good names for their children which connect them with the
obedience of Allah, such as if you gave him (the name) Abdullah, Abdurrahman,
Muhammad, Saalih, and similar to these good names which reminds him of his
connection with righteousness and worship and with that which he will be praised
upon. Thus in that is an affect upon him most of the time, and as it is said: every man
has a share from his name.
It has been authentically reported from the Prophet ([ )ﷺthat he said]:

ُ ِإ ﱠن أَ َﺣ ﱠﺐ أَ ْﺳ َﻤﺎﺋ
اﻟﺮ ْﺣ َﻤ ِﻦ
ِ ِﻜ ْﻢ ِإَﻟﻰ ﱠ
ِ اﷲ َﻋ ْﺒُﺪ ﱠ
اﷲ َو َﻋ ْﺒُﺪ ﱠ

“Indeed the most beloved of your names to Allah is Abdullah and Abdurrahman.”
(Saheeh Muslim)

From that which is befitting is that the father clarifies to his child the meaning of his
name and [also] that this name is beloved to Allah.
For example, if his name is Abdullah, you say to him: “You are a slave of Allah; He
created you and brought you to into existence, and bestowed upon you these many
bounties and that which is necessary from you is that you are grateful and obedient to
him”, and similar to this speech.

Justice
From the great pillars in cultivating the children is [employing] justice between them
[and] being distant from injustice and oppression. If the father is not just between his
children, he will cause enmity, jealousy, and hatred between them, but if he was eager
upon justice between them then that would have been from the greatest means of
them loving him and being obedient to him.
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It has come in Saheeh Al Bukhari from An Nu’man ibn Basheer - may Allah be pleased
with him – [that he] said:

ً أَ ْﻋ َﻄﺎﻧِﻲ أَِﺑﻲ َﻋ ِﻄﯿ
َ اﺣ َﺔ َﻻ أَ ْر َﺿﻰ َﺣﱠﺘﻰ ُﺗ ْﺸ ِﻬَﺪ َر ُﺳ
 َﻓَﺄَﺗﻰ.اﷲ ﺻﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﯿﻪ وﺳﻠﻢ
ِ ﻮل ﱠ
َ  َﻓ َﻘ َﺎﻟ ْﺖ َﻋ ْﻤ َﺮ ُة ِﺑ ْﻨ ُﺖ َر َو،ﱠﺔ
ً اﺣ َﺔ َﻋ ِﻄﯿ
َ َر ُﺳ
َ اﷲ ﺻﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﯿﻪ وﺳﻠﻢ َﻓ َﻘ
 َﻓَﺄ َﻣ َﺮ ْﺗﻨِﻲ أَ ْن أُ ْﺷ ِﻬَﺪ َك ﯾَﺎ،ﱠﺔ
ِ ﻮل ﱠ
َ ﺎل ِإﱢﻧﻲ أَ ْﻋ َﻄ ْﯿ ُﺖ ا ْﺑﻨِﻲ ِﻣ ْﻦ َﻋ ْﻤ َﺮ َة ِﺑ ْﻨ ِﺖ َر َو
َﺎل " َﻓﺎﱠﺗ ُﻘﻮا ﱠ
َ َر ُﺳ
َ  َﻗ.ﺎل َﻻ
َ  َﻗ." ِﺮ َوَﻟِﺪ َك ِﻣ ْﺜ َﻞ َﻫَﺬا
َ  َﻗ.اﷲ
." اﻋِﺪُﻟﻮا َﺑ ْﯿ َﻦ أَ ْو َﻻِد ُﻛ ْﻢ
ِ ﻮل ﱠ
ْ  َو،اﷲ
َ ﺎل " أَ ْﻋ َﻄ ْﯿ َﺖ َﺳﺎﺋ
“My father gave me a gift but `Amra bint Rawaha (my mother) said that she would not
agree to it unless he made Allah's Messenger ( )ﷺas a witness to it. So, my father
went to Allah's Messenger ( )ﷺand said, 'I have given a gift to my son from `Amra
bint Rawaha, but she ordered me to make you as a witness to it, O Allah's Messenger (
 '!)ﷺAllah's Messenger ( )ﷺasked, 'Have you given (the like of it) to everyone of
your sons?' He replied in the negative. Allah's Messenger ( )ﷺsaid, 'Be afraid of Allah,
and be just to your children.' “
(Saheeh Al Bukhari)

In a different report he ( )ﷺsaid:

َﻻ أَ ْﺷ َﻬُﺪ َﻋَﻠﻰ َﺟ ْﻮ ٍر
"I will not become a witness for injustice."
(Saheeh Al Bukhari and Muslim)

In another report with Muslim he ( )ﷺsaid to him:

َ ﺎل " َﻓ
َ  َﻗ. ﺎل ﺑََﻠﻰ
َ  َﻗ. " اء
ُ َﺴ ﱡﺮ َك أَ ْن ﯾ
ﻼ ِإًذا
ً َﻜﻮُﻧﻮا ِإَﻟ ْﯿ َﻚ ﻓِﻲ اْﻟِﺒ ﱢﺮ َﺳ َﻮ
ُ أَﯾ

“Would it, please you that they (your children) should all behave obediently towards
you?” He said: “Yes.” He ( )ﷺsaid: “Then don't do that (i.e. don't give a gift to one to
the exclusion of others).”
Thus this is a warning from injustice and oppression between the children and a
clarification of that which it causes and leads to of disobedience, cutting ties, and
boycotting between the brothers.

Kindness and Mercy
From the pillars of cultivating the children [is] kindness and being compassionate
towards them [and] dealing with them with mercy and goodness, [while] being warned
and distant from harshness, strictness and roughness, for indeed:

 وﻻ ﯾﻨﺰع ﻣﻦ ﺷﺊ إﻻ ﺷﺎﻧﻪ،اﻟﺮﻓﻖ ﻻ ﯾﻜﻮن ﻓﻲ ﺷﺊ إﻻ زاﻧﻪ
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“Whenever forbearance/gentleness is added to something, it adorns it, and whenever
it is withdrawn from something, it leaves it defective.”
(Saheeh Muslim)

This mercy and kindness is obligatory; it begins with the children from a young age
and continues with them, for it is a means of the children getting closer to their
parents and loving them.
Along with the presence of this closeness and love, then directing the children to good
will be made easier and advising them as well, and them answering to that advice and
accepting it [will be made easier also].
Many texts have come from the Sunnah of the Prophet ( )ﷺin regards to the
clarification of this pillar, for it has come from Abu Huraira - may Allah be pleased
with him:

 إن ﻟﻲ ﻋﺸﺮة ﻣﻦ اﻟﻮﻟﺪ: ﻓﻘﺎل اﻷﻗﺮع، وﻋﻨﺪه اﻷﻗﺮع ﺑﻦ ﺣﺎﺑﺲ،ﻗﺒﻞ اﻟﻨﺒﻲ اﻟﺤﺴﻦ ﺑﻦ ﻋﻠﻲ رﺿﻲ اﷲ ﻋﻨﻬﻤﺎ
ً ﻣﺎ ﻗﺒﻠﺖ ﻣﻨﻬﻢ
 “ﻣﻦ ﻻ ﯾﺮﺣﻢ ﻻ ﯾﺮﺣﻢ: ﻓﻨﻈﺮ إﻟﯿﻪ رﺳﻮل اﷲ ﺻﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﯿﻪ وﺳﻠﻢ ﻓﻘﺎل.أﺣﺪا
The Prophet ( )ﷺkissed his grandson Al-Hasan bin 'Ali - may Allah be pleased with
him - in the presence of Al-Aqra' bin Habis. Thereupon he remarked: "I have ten
children and I have never kissed any one of them." Messenger of Allah ( )ﷺlooked at
him and said: "He who does not show mercy to others will not be shown mercy."
(Saheeh Al Bukhari and Muslim)

And from the mother of the believers, Aisha - may Allah be pleased with her:

ﺎل ﱠ
َ  َﻓ َﻘ.َﺎن َﻓ َﻤﺎ ُﻧ َﻘﱢﺒُﻠ ُﻬ ْﻢ
َ اﻟﻨِﺒ ﱢﻲ ﺻﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﯿﻪ وﺳﻠﻢ َﻓ َﻘ
ﺎء أَ ْﻋ َﺮاِﺑ ﱞﻲ إَِﻟﻰ ﱠ
َ اﻟﺼ ْﺒﯿ
َ ﺎل ُﺗ َﻘﱢﺒُﻠ
اﻟﻨِﺒ ﱡﻲ ﺻﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﯿﻪ
ﻮن ﱢ
َ َﺟ
ﱠ
َ
َ
ُ
َ
َ
َ
َ
َ
َ
َ
ُ وﺳﻠﻢ أ َو أ ْﻣﻠ
" اﻟﺮ ْﺣ َﻤﺔ
ِﻚ ﻟﻚ أ ْن ﻧ َﺰ َع اﷲ ِﻣ ْﻦ ﻗْﻠِﺒﻚ ﱠ
A bedouin came to the Prophet ( )ﷺand said: "You (people) kiss the boys! We don't
kiss them." The Prophet ( )ﷺsaid: "I cannot put mercy in your heart after Allah has
taken it away from it."
(Saheeh Muslim)

Advising and Guiding
Also from the great pillars in the cultivation of the children is the continuous
preservation upon advising and directing [them], especially to those high [and] noble
matters and honourable manners, starting with teaching them the religious beliefs,
obligations of Islaam and its pillars, and the rest of the legislated matters. Whilst also
rebuking and warning, he begins with (warning) from the Major Sins and mistakes and
the rest of the prohibitions prohibited by the Legislation.
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It is obligatory that these matters have a great share of [this] directing and advising;
after that, the father and mother [should] turn to other than it from the matters which
will correct the condition of their children in this worldly life from food, clothing, and
other than it.
From the beneficial, upright, [and] profound advices is that which Allah mentioned in
His Book from Luqman, the wise; he admonished his son in Surah Luqman where he
began advising him with Tawheed (Monotheism), then secondly with commanding the
obedience of the parents, after that he brought his attention upon [the fact] that Allah
surrounds (i.e., comprehends with His knowledge) all things of His creation. In that is
an indication towards the necessity of being mindful of Allah in all of his actions. Then,
he encouraged him upon establishing the prayer, which is the greatest of the bodily
acts, and he ended his advice with bringing his attention to a number of exalted
manners and high, noble matters.
Allah Ta’ala says:

ﺎﷲۖ إِ ﱠن ﱢ
َ َوإِ ْذ َﻗ
َ ﻧﺴ
ُ ﺎل ُﻟ ْﻘ َﻤ
ﺎن ِﺑ َﻮاﻟَِﺪ ْﯾ ِﻪ
ِ ِﻪ َو ُﻫ َﻮ ﯾ
ِ ﺎن ِﻻ ْﺑﻨ
ِ َﻌ ُﻈ ُﻪ ﯾَﺎ ُﺑَﻨ ﱠﻲ َﻻ ُﺗ ْﺸ ِﺮ ْك ِﺑ ﱠ
َ اﻹ
ِ ْ ( َو َو ﱠﺻ ْﯿَﻨﺎ13) اﻟﺸ ْﺮ َك َﻟ ُﻈْﻠ ٌﻢ َﻋ ِﻈﯿ ٌﻢ
َ ﺎﻫَﺪ
ْ ﺎﻣ ْﯿ ِﻦ أَ ِن
َ ( َوِإن َﺟ14) ﯿﺮ
اك َﻋَﻠﻰ
ٰ
َﺣ َﻤَﻠ ْﺘ ُﻪ أُ ﱡﻣ ُﻪ َو ْﻫًﻨﺎ َﻋَﻠﻰ
َ ٰ َو ْﻫ ٍﻦ َوﻓ
َ اﺷ ُﻜ ْﺮ ﻟِﻲ َوﻟ
َ ِﺼﺎُﻟ ُﻪ ﻓِﻲ َﻋ
ُ ِﻮاﻟَِﺪ ْﯾ َﻚ ِإَﻟ ﱠﻲ اْﻟ َﻤ ِﺼ
ً اﻟﺪ ْﻧﯿَﺎ َﻣ ْﻌ ُﺮ
َ وﻓﺎۖ َواﱠﺗِﺒ ْﻊ َﺳِﺒ
ﺎب ِإَﻟ ﱠﻲۚ ُﺛ ﱠﻢ إَِﻟ ﱠﻲ
ﺎﺣ ْﺒ ُﻬ َﻤﺎ ﻓِﻲ ﱡ
ِ أَن ُﺗ ْﺸ ِﺮ َك ِﺑﻲ َﻣﺎ َﻟ ْﯿ َﺲ َﻟ َﻚ ِﺑ ِﻪ ِﻋْﻠ ٌﻢ َﻓَﻼ ُﺗ ِﻄ ْﻌ ُﻬ َﻤﺎۖ َو َﺻ
َ ﯿﻞ َﻣ ْﻦ أََﻧ
َ ( ﯾَﺎ ُﺑَﻨ ﱠﻲ ِإﱠﻧ َﻬﺎ ِإن َﺗ ُﻚ ِﻣ ْﺜ َﻘ15) ﻮن
َ َﻣ ْﺮ ِﺟ ُﻌ ُﻜ ْﻢ َﻓُﺄَﻧﱢﺒُﺌ ُﻜﻢ ِﺑ َﻤﺎ ُﻛﻨُﺘ ْﻢ َﺗ ْﻌ َﻤُﻠ
ﱠﺔ ﱢﻣ ْﻦ َﺧ ْﺮَد ٍل َﻓَﺘ ُﻜﻦ ﻓِﻲ َﺻ ْﺨ َﺮ ٍة أَ ْو ﻓِﻲ
ٍ ﺎل َﺣﺒ
َاﷲۚ إ ﱠن ﱠ
ُاﻷ ْرض ﯾَْﺄ ِت ﺑ َﻬﺎ ﱠ
َ َ
ٌ اﷲ َﻟ ِﻄ
ِ ﺎو
وف َوا ْﻧ َﻪ َﻋ ِﻦ
ِ اﻟﺼَﻼ َة َوأْ ُﻣ ْﺮ ِﺑﺎْﻟ َﻤ ْﻌ ُﺮ
ِﻢ ﱠ
َ اﻟﺴ َﻤ
ﱠ
ٌ ﯿﻒ َﺧِﺒ
ِ
ِ َ ْ ات أَ ْو ﻓِﻲ
ِ
ِ ( ﯾَﺎ ُﺑﻨ ﱠﻲ أﻗ16) ﯿﺮ
َ
َ
ُْ
َ
َ
َ
ْ
ﱠ
َ
َ اْﻟ ُﻤ
اﺻِﺒ ْﺮ َﻋﻠﻰ
ض
ْ ﻨﻜ ِﺮ َو
ِ ٰﻟِﻚ ِﻣ ْﻦ َﻋ ْﺰ ِم اﻷ ُﻣ
ِ ﺎس َو َﻻ َﺗ ْﻤ ِﺶ ﻓِﻲ اﻷ ْر
ِ ( َو َﻻ ُﺗ َﺼ ﱢﻌ ْﺮ َﺧﱠﺪك ﻟِﻠﻨ17) ﻮر
ٰ َﻣﺎ أ َﺻﺎﺑَﻚۖ ِإ ﱠن َذ
َﱠ
َ
َ ْ ﻧﻜ َﺮ
َ ﺾ ِﻣﻦ َﺻ ْﻮﺗ
ْ ( َو ْاﻗ ِﺼ ْﺪ ﻓِﻲ َﻣ ْﺸِﯿ َﻚ َو18) ﻮر
َ َِﻚۚ إِ ﱠن أ
ْ اﻏ ُﻀ
ات
ِ اﻷ ْﺻ َﻮ
ٍ ﺎل ﻓ ُﺨ
ٍ َﻣ َﺮ ًﺣﺎۖ إِ ﱠن اﷲ َﻻ ُﯾ ِﺤ ﱡﺐ ُﻛ ﱠﻞ ُﻣ ْﺨَﺘ
(19) ﯿﺮ
ِ َﻟ َﺼ ْﻮ ُت اْﻟ َﺤ ِﻤ
“And (remember) when Luqman said to his son when he was advising him: ‘O my son!
Join not in worship others with Allah. Verily! Joining others in worship with Allah is a
great Zulm (wrong) indeed.” And We have enjoined on man (to be dutiful and good) to
his parents. His mother bore him in weakness and hardship upon weakness and
hardship, and his weaning is in two years give thanks to Me and to your parents, unto
Me is the final destination. But if they (both) strive with you to make you join in
worship with Me others that of which you have no knowledge, then obey them not,
but behave with them in the world kindly, and follow the path of him who turns to Me
in repentance and in obedience. Then to Me will be your return, and I shall tell you
what you used to do. "O my son! If it be (anything) equal to the weight of a grain of
mustard seed, and though it be in a rock, or in the heavens or in the earth, Allah will
bring it forth. Verily, Allah is Subtle (in bringing out that grain), Well-Aware (of its
place). O my son! Aqim-is-Salat (perform As-Salat), enjoin (people) for Al-Ma'ruf
(Islamic Monotheism and all that is good), and forbid (people) from Al-Munkar (i.e.
disbelief in the Oneness of Allah, polytheism of all kinds and all that is evil and bad),
and bear with patience whatever befall you. Verily! These are some of the important
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commandments ordered by Allah with no exemption. And turn not your face away
from men with pride, nor walk in insolence through the earth. Verily, Allah likes not
each arrogant boaster. And be moderate (or show no insolence) in your walking, and
lower your voice. Verily, the harshest of all voices is the voice (braying) of the donkey.”
(Surah Al Luqman Verse. 13-19)

Indeed, the Prophets and pious have tread this path, as [it has] preceded in the
previous advice, and Allah mentions from His Prophet Ibraheem and Yaqoob
()ﻋﻠﯿﻬﻤﺎ اﻟﺴﻼم:

َِﻲ إ ﱠن ﱠ
َ ِﻤ
َ اﻟﺪ
ٰ َﻟ ُﻜ ُﻢ ﱢ
اﺻ َﻄ َﻔﻰ
ِ ﯿﻢ َﺑﻨ
َو َو ﱠﺻﻰ
( أَ ْم132) ﻮن
ِ ٰ ِﺑ َﻬﺎ ِإ ْﺑ َﺮ
ْ اﷲ
ُ َﻌ ُﻘ
ْ ِﯿﻪ َوﯾ
ُ ﯾﻦ َﻓَﻼ َﺗ ُﻤﻮُﺗ ﱠﻦ ِإﱠﻻ َوأَﻧُﺘﻢ ﱡﻣ ْﺴﻠ
ُ اﻫ
ِ ﻮب ﯾَﺎ َﺑﻨ ﱠ
َ ٰ َه آﺑَﺎﺋ
ﯿﻢ
ِ ِﻚ ِإ ْﺑ َﺮ
َ اﻫ
َ ﻮب اْﻟ َﻤ ْﻮ ُت ِإ ْذ َﻗ
َ ِﯿﻪ َﻣﺎ َﺗ ْﻌُﺒُﺪ
ٰ َﻫ َﻚ َوِإ َل
َﻌِﺪي َﻗﺎُﻟﻮا َﻧ ْﻌُﺒُﺪ ِإ َل
ِ ﺎل ِﻟَﺒﻨ
َ َﻌ ُﻘ
َ ُﻛﻨُﺘ ْﻢ ُﺷ َﻬَﺪ
ْ ون ِﻣﻦ ﺑ
ْ اء ِإ ْذ َﺣ َﻀ َﺮ ﯾ
َ ِﻤ
ً ﺎق إ َل
(133) ﻮن
ِ ٰﻫﺎ َو
َ ﺎﻋ
ُ اﺣًﺪا َوَﻧ ْﺤ ُﻦ َﻟ ُﻪ ُﻣ ْﺴﻠ
ِ َوِإ ْﺳ َﻤ
ِ َ ﯿﻞ َوِإ ْﺳ َﺤ
“And this (submission to Allah, Islam) was enjoined by Ibrahim (Abraham) upon his
sons and by Ya'qub (Jacob), (saying), "O my sons! Allah has chosen for you the (true)
Religion, then die not except in the Faith of Islam (as Muslims - Islamic Monotheism)."
Or were you witnesses when death approached Ya'qub (Jacob)? When he said unto his
sons, "What will you worship after me?" They said, "We shall worship your Ilah (God Allah), the Ilah (God) of your fathers, Ibrahim (Abraham), Isma'il (Ishmael), Ishaque
(Isaac), One Ilah (God), and to Him we submit (in Islam)."
(Surah Al Baqarah Verse. 132-133)

The Lord of the Creation praised His Prophet Isma'il ( )ﻋﻠﯿﻪ اﻟﺴﻼمdue to the fact that he
would command his family with observing the prayer and Alms. Allah Ta’ala says:

ﺎﻟﺼَﻼ ِة َو ﱠ
َ َو َﻛ
اﻟﺰ َﻛﺎ ِة
ﺎن ﯾَْﺄ ُﻣ ُﺮ أَ ْﻫَﻠ ُﻪ ِﺑ ﱠ
“And he used to enjoin on his family and his people As-Salat (the prayers) and the
Zakat.”
(Surah Maryam Verse. 55)

Allah commanded his Prophet Muhammad ( )ﷺthat he be preserving upon
performing the obligatory prayers, and that he command his family with it, and that he
encourages them upon performing it, as Allah says:

اﺻ َﻄِﺒ ْﺮ َﻋَﻠ ْﯿ َﻬﺎ
َوأْ ُﻣ ْﺮ أَ ْﻫَﻠ َﻚ ِﺑ ﱠ
ْ ﺎﻟﺼَﻼ ِة َو
“And enjoin As-Salat (the prayer) on your family, and be patient in offering them [i.e.
the Salat (prayers)].”
(Surah Taha Verse. 132)
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[That which] also enters in the guidance of the Prophets and their advice is that the
father prevents his children from anything that will corrupt their manners and
religion, such as listening to music, the harmful channels, and prohibited devices, and
similarly he should be warned from taking his children out to the places of prohibited
amusement.

Good Companionship
Indeed, monitoring the children in the chapter of whom they accompany is from the
greatest of the pillars which are obligatory to observe in cultivation, for indeed the
companion pulls; there is no doubt that he will have an effect on the one whom he
accompanies.
Indeed, the Prophet ( )ﷺput forth for us a parable clarifying the effect of the
companion on his companion in good and evil. He ( )ﷺsaid:

 وإﻣﺎ، إﻣﺎ أن ﯾﺤﺬﯾﻚ، ﻓﺤﺎﻣﻞ اﻟﻤﺴﻚ، وﻧﺎﻓﺦ اﻟﻜﯿﺮ، ﻛﺤﺎﻣﻞ اﻟﻤﺴﻚ،إﻧﻤﺎ ﻣﺜﻞ اﻟﺠﻠﯿﺲ اﻟﺼﺎﻟﺢ وﺟﻠﯿﺲ اﻟﺴﻮء
رﯾﺤﺎ ﻣﻨﺘﻨﺔ
ً  وإﻣﺎ أن ﺗﺠﺪ ﻣﻨﻪ،  إﻣﺎ أن ﯾﺤﺮق ﺛﯿﺎﺑﻚ، وﻧﺎﻓﺦ اﻟﻜﯿﺮ،رﯾﺤﺎ ﻃﯿﺒﺔ
ً  وإﻣﺎ أن ﺗﺠﺪ ﻣﻨﻪ،أن ﺗﺒﺘﺎع ﻣﻨﻪ
The similitude of good company and that of bad company is that of the owner of musk
and of the one blowing the bellows. The owner of musk would either offer you some
free of charge, or you would buy it from him, or you smell its pleasant fragrance; and
as for the one who blows the bellows (i.e., the blacksmith), he either burns your
clothes or you smell a repugnant smell."
(Saheeh Al Bukhari and Muslim)

And he ( )ﷺsaid:

ُ ِﻪ َﻓْﻠَﯿ ْﻨ ُﻈ ْﺮ أَ َﺣُﺪ ُﻛ ْﻢ َﻣ ْﻦ ُﯾ َﺨﺎﻟ
ِﻞ
ِ ﯾﻦ َﺧﻠِﯿﻠ
ﱠ
ِ اﻟﺮ ُﺟ ُﻞ َﻋَﻠﻰ ِد
“A man is upon the religion of his friend, so each one should consider whom he makes
his friend.”
(Reported By Abu Dawood and Authenticated by Imam Al Albani in As Saheehah 927)

Thus, it is upon the fathers to follow and monitor their children in regards to whom
they accompany and sit with in the schools and other than it and examine them in
regards to that.
Indeed, a type of companion has emerged and appeared in this time which was not
present in the past; it is not lesser in its effect upon its companion than that which
preceded it (from bad companions). It is the satellite channels, internet websites, and
the means of social media by way of the carried devices and similar to it, which the
children carry in their hands wherever they may be. In their houses and whilst exiting,
these devices, if they are not under the supervision of the fathers, then its danger is
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great upon the intellects, religion, manners, and behaviour. How many have become
misguided and deceived from the male and female youth due to it. The matter led
them to great evils and great afflictions; none know its extent except Allah Ta’ala.

Being a Good Example
From the great pillars is that the father be a good example for his children: if he
commands them with good, he strives to be the one who rushes to that good, and if he
prohibits them from evil then he is the most distant from it. His statements shouldn’t
be in one valley whilst his actions are in another. Due to that, a great contradiction will
arise with the children which will lead to the children leaving the guidance and
discipline from the fathers. We should remember the statement of Allah in his
rebuking of the children of Israeel:

ون ﱠ
َ ﻨﺴ ْﻮ َن أَﻧ ُﻔ َﺴ ُﻜ ْﻢ َوأَﻧُﺘ ْﻢ َﺗ ْﺘُﻠ
َ أََﺗْﺄ ُﻣ ُﺮ
َ ﺎبۚ أََﻓَﻼ َﺗ ْﻌ ِﻘُﻠ
َ ﻮن اْﻟ ِﻜَﺘ
َ ﺎس ِﺑﺎْﻟِﺒ ﱢﺮ َوَﺗ
َ اﻟﻨ
ﻮن
“Enjoin you Al-Birr (piety and righteousness and each and every act of obedience to
Allah) on the people and you forget (to practise it) yourselves, while you recite the
Scripture [the Taurat (Torah)]! Have you then no sense?”
(Surah Al Baqarah Verse. 44)

[Also remember] the statement of the Prophet of Allah Shu’ayb ( ) ﻋﻠﯿﻪ اﻟﺴﻼمto his
people:

َو َﻣﺎ أُ ِر ُﯾﺪ أَ ْن أُ َﺧﺎﻟ َِﻔ ُﻜ ْﻢ إَِﻟﻰ
ٰ َﻣﺎ أَ ْﻧ َﻬ ُﺎﻛ ْﻢ َﻋ ْﻨ ُﻪ
“I wish not, in contradiction to you, to do that which I forbid you.”
(Surah Hud Verse. 88)

Allah Ta’ala also says:

َ اﷲ أَن َﺗ ُﻘﻮُﻟﻮا َﻣﺎ َﻻ َﺗ ْﻔ َﻌُﻠ
َ ﻮن َﻣﺎ َﻻ َﺗ ْﻔ َﻌُﻠ
َ ِﻢ َﺗ ُﻘﻮُﻟ
َ ﱡﻬﺎ ﱠاﻟِﺬ
َ ﯾَﺎ أَﯾ
ﻮن
ِ ( َﻛُﺒ َﺮ َﻣ ْﻘًﺘﺎ ِﻋ َﻨﺪ ﱠ2) ﻮن
َ آﻣُﻨﻮا ﻟ
َ ﯾﻦ
“O you who believe! Why do you say that which you do not do? Most hateful it is with
Allah that you say that which you do not do.”
(Surah As-Saff Verse. 2-3)

The scholars have mentioned that leading by example with one’s actions is deeper and
more effective than leading by example with one’s statements.
This is a short summary from the pillars which aid in regards to cultivating the
children and [in] disciplining and refining them. The Muslim should know that by his
paying concern to these pillars and applying them, he will be from the first ones to
attain the fruits of this cultivation in his life and after his death.
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As for in his life, his child will be righteous and obedient to him, preserving upon his
rights, and staying away from disobeying him, because Islam - which he was nurtured
upon - commands him with that and encourages him upon it.
As for after his death, then he (i.e., the child) will strive in invoking Allah for him. The
Prophet ( )ﷺsaid:

 أو وﻟﺪ ﺻﺎﻟﺢ ﯾﺪﻋﻮ ﻟﻪ، أو ﻋﻠﻢ ﯾﻨﺘﻔﻊ ﺑﻪ، ﺻﺪﻗﺔ ﺟﺎرﯾﺔ:إذا ﻣﺎت اﻹﻧﺴﺎن اﻧﻘﻄﻊ ﻋﻤﻠﻪ إﻻ ﻣﻦ ﺛﻼث
“When a man dies, his deeds come to an end, except for three: a continuous charity,
knowledge by which people derive benefit, or a pious son who prays for him.”
(Saheeh Muslim)

Along with all of this, it is obligatory to pay attention to [the fact] that this matter cultivation of the children - is a great matter. It is obligatory upon every father that he
pay it a great concern, for indeed majority of the corruption of the children is due to
the negligence of the fathers.
Al-Allaamah Ibnul Qayyim (may Allah have mercy upon him) said:
“Whoever neglects teaching his child that which benefits him and leaves him to his
own, he has severely wronged him. Most of the children become corrupt by way of
their fathers and them neglecting them and leaving off teaching them the obligations
of the Religion and its Sunnahs.”
There is also an important matter which is befitting upon the father to remember, and
it is that along with his care with these means and great pillars in the cultivation of his
children, it is upon him that he returns his matter to Allah and puts his trust in him
alone. He shouldn’t connect his heart to these means [but] rather he should return his
matter to Allah and put his trust in Him alone in regards to the correctness of his
children and their protection with that which He protects with His righteous slaves.
Shaykh Al -’Uthaymeen (may Allah have mercy upon him) said:
“I don’t think that anyone feared Allah in regards to his children and took the
legislative means in guiding them, except that Allah Subhaanahu Wa Ta’ala guided his
children.”

أﺳﺄل اﷲ أن ﯾﻌﯿﻨﻨﺎ أﺟﻤﻌﯿﻦ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺗﺮﺑﯿﺔ أوﻻدﻧﺎ و ﺗﻮﺟﯿﻬﻬﻢ اﻟﻮﺟﻬﺔ اﻟﺼﺤﯿﺤﺔ و أن ﯾﺼﻠﺤﻬﻢ و ﯾﻌﯿﺬﻫﻢ ﻣﻦ
اﻟﻔﺘﻦ ﻣﺎ ﻇﻬﺮ ﻣﻨﻬﺎ و ﻣﺎ ﺑﻄﻦ و أن ﯾﺠﻌﻠﻬﻢ ﻫﺪاة ﻣﻬﺘﺪﯾﻦ ﻏﯿﺮ اﻟﻀﺎﻟﯿﻦ و ﻻ ﻣﻀﻠﯿﻦ إﻧﻪ ﺳﻤﯿﻊ ﻣﺠﯿﺐ
و ﺻﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻧﺒﯿﻨﺎ ﻣﺤﻤﺪ و ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻪ و ﺻﺤﺒﻪ و ﺳﻠﻢ
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