
1 
 

ummhasna.blogspot.com                                             My Personal Notes Page 1 
  

 

This is the book of Sheikh Muhammad Ibn 'Abdul Wahab at-Tamimi ( مه هللاحر ) titled 

‘Tafseer Kalimatut-Tawheed’ (explanation of ‘Kalimatut-Tawheed' – the word of Tawheed.) 

Commentary by: Sheikh Saalih al Fawzaan 
Explained by Brother Nawwas al-Hindi as-Saylâni 

Transcribed by Umm Hasna Bint Jabir as-Saylâniyyah 

--------------------------------- 
Tape: 1/Lesson: 1 

The word Tawheed comes from the verb ‘Wahhada’.  ‘Yuwahhidu Tawheedan.’  Tawheed is 
a verbical noun from the verb ‘Wahhada.’ 

Similar to:  
 

‘Allama ta’aleeman, wahhada tawheedan darrasa thadreesan, kallama thakleeman, wahhada 
tawheedan.’   

‘Wahhada’ means ‘to single out a thing’;   So this word ‘tawheed’ comes from the verb 
‘Wahhada.’ --- wahhada yuwahhidu tawheedan. (To single out a thing). 

It is also mentioned in the Shariah and there are many proofs mentioning this word in 

the Qur'aan and the Sunnah.  

Among them is when Prophet Muhammad صّلى اللَُّه عليه وسّلم sent Mu’aadh bin Jabal رضي الّله عنـه 
to Yemen asking him to call them to single out Allaah. (Al-Bukhaari no.7371). 
 
*** (The people of the Book refers to theJews and the Christians only and not to the Mushriks.)  
 

‘Ilâ an uwahhidullaah.’ 
This is the tafseer of Shahadah ---  ‘Tawheed is the Shahaadah.’ 

 
In another narration he said:  
 

‘Ilâshahadati an laailahaillallaah' 

(Al-Bukhaari no.1395 & Muslim no.19). 
"Call them to bear witness that there is none worthy of worship except Allih" 

 
‘Tawheed is the true 'Ibaadah (worship) therefore  in another narration he said:   

‘Ilâ shahadati an laailahaillallaah' 

" First of all invite them to worship Allaah (Alone)" 
(Al-Bukhaari no.1395  & Muslim no.19). 



2 
 

ummhasna.blogspot.com                                             My Personal Notes Page 2 
  

They explain each other. So it is clear from the above wording that one should single 
out Allaah ُسبحانه وتعاىل in His worship. So no one can criticize (Ahlus-Sunnah wal Jama’ah) أهل

 saying that there is no proof in the Kitâb and the Sunnah for these peopleالسنة والجماعة
calling to Tawheed, categories of Tawheed and from where the word ‘tawheed’ was taken 
from etc. The Prophet صّلى اللَُّه عليه وسّلم himself mentioned this when he ordered Mu’aadh 

bin Jabal رضي الّله عنـه: ‘The first thing you should call to is: 

 
 ‘Ilâ an uwahhidullaah 

 
to single out Allaah ُسبحانه وتعاىل in worship. It is clear in this hadith that we should start by 

calling the people to Tawheed, to single out Allaah in His ُسبحانه وتعاىل in His worship, to 

single out Allaah in His Names and Attributes and to single out Allaah ُسبحانه وتعاىل in His 

Lordship (meaning in His actions.. i.e. He is the Creator, Sustainer). 
 
This is the word of Tawheed.  
What is the word of Tawheed? ‘Lâilâha ill-Allaah.’ -- ‘ال اله االهللا’ 

** This phrase implies a negation and an affirmation. As for the negation, is it ‘laailaaha’ 
(there is no deity) and as for the affirmation, it is ‘illallâh’ (except Allaah). 

These words single out Allaah ُسبحانه وتعاىل in His worship --  (meaning: Laa ma’booda bi 

Haqqin ill-Allaah. There is none worthy of worship --- no God is worthy of worship  (Laa 
Ma’booda).. bi Haqqin (Truly) i.e. none is (truly) worthy of worship (ill Allaah) except 
Allaah. 
 

If you say, “Laa ma’booda ill-Allaah’ – it means there is no god except Allaah – it is not 

complete since there are other gods that are being worshipped (false gods are being 
worshipped). But the one Who should be truly worshipped is Allaah ُسبحانه وتعاىل. That is 

why we must put ‘bi Haqqin.’  

 

The Mushriks accepted that (Allaah was their Lord) -- They accept Allaah created them 

and at the same time they refused to say/accept  ‘ال اله االهللا’ - Laa ilaaha ill-Allaah. (They 

understood the meaning of ‘ال اله االهللا’ - to single out Allaah in worship). So the Mushriks 

reject that utterance. Why? Because they knew the meaning of it. If it was only sufficient 

for them to say Allaah created them i.e. Allaah is their Lord, they would be Muslims. 

But that is not sufficient.   

 

Rather it is : Laa ma’booda bi Haqqin ill-Allaah. 
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So it is very important  to know the meaning of this Tafseer. What is 'Tafseer'? 

Explanation, i.e.  explanation of  this Kalimah because this is the foundation of Islaam 

(At-Tawheed).  

 

One can enter into the fold of Islaam only if he: 

 

1. Knows the meaning of these words of Tawheed; 

2. Utters it; 

3. Fulfills its conditions.  

 

Otherwise none can be Muslims. So one can be a Muslim if he understands these words 

of Tawheed, utters it an fulfills its conditions.  

 

So the Imaam says: Bismillaahir-Rahmaanir-Raheem. (Imaam Mohammed ibn Abdul 

Wahhab- Sheik-ul-Islaam i.e. has studied all the sciences of Islaam pertaining to the 

Deen.) 

 

The Imaam says: Know that these words are the criteria between Kufr and Islaam. 

These words distinguish (separate) between Kufr and Islaam. This is the criteria. What is 

called 'criteria'? The Qur’aan is called the فرقان  - ‘criterion.’  

 

Sheikh Saalih al Fawzan حفظه اهلل says: the word ‘ال اله االهللا’ (Laa Ilaaha ill-Allaah) is light on 

your tongue but heavy and great on the scale. In reality this is what contains Islaam. 

These words are not just utterances but has pillars and conditions.  You must know it. It 

is easy to say: ‘ال اله االهللا’ (Laa Ilaaha ill-Allaah) and become a Muslim but that is not 

sufficient. You have to act upon it.  

 

So this glorified word has pillars and conditions and whoever fulfills these i.e. knowing 

the meaning, pillars and conditions, he is a Muslim with utterance.  

 

What does is Kalimatut-Tawheed in Arabic mean? The word of Tawheed.  

This is one of the names of ‘ال اله االهللا’ (Laa Ilaaha ill-Allaah). 

 

Laa Ilaaha ill-Allaah has names which you call and one of its names is: Kalimatut-Tawheed.   
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It is also called Kalimatul-Ikhlâs.. the words of sincerity. Why is it called so? Because it 
negates (avoids) the shirk from Allaah and establishing the worship only to Allaah  ُسبحانه
  .وتعاىل
 

Allaah descends sakinah (tranquility/calmness) on His Messenger and the Mu’mineen 

(the believers, they are the sahabah) and Allaah made them adhere to Kalimatut-Taqwa 

and they are the ones who deserved this kind of taqwa. Who are they? The Sahabah. 

What does this show? We must follow them. 

 

So this is called Kalimatut –Taqwa.  

 

***** (The ulema didn’t stop the dars and ask: Do you’ll have any questions?  Instead 

they asked questions on the contents of the dars they have explained to the students.)    

 

 Why is it called 'Kalimatut-Taqwa'?  

Taqwa from the word 'Waqa Yaqi' means to protect and preserve someone from 

something. Because it protects and preserves the one who says it (utters it) sincerely for 
Allaah ُسبحانه وتعاىل. It protects the one who utters it from Hellfire. 

 

So it requires and necessitates actions of khair.. birr.. and taqwa is known to implement 

righteous actions (orders of Allaah) and stay away from what Allaah has forbidden.  

 

This word ‘ال اله االهللا’ ('Laa Ilaaha ill-Allaah') necessitates every righteous action and every 

obedience. So this is 'Kalimatu-t-Taqwa'. How many do we have so far? Three. What are 

they?  

 

Also another name for it is: A strongest hand hold. (A Trustworthy Hand hold). ‘Al     

 اْلُعْرَوِة اْلُوْثَقىَ  ’Urwatu-l-Wuthqa(ع)
 

In Surah Baqarah 2:256Allaah ُسبحانه وتعاىل says: 

ِ فاقاِد  الا  يُْؤِمن بِاّلله ْن ياْكفُْر بِالطَّاُغوِت وا يِّ فاما ْشُد ِمنا اْلغا يِن قاد تَّبايَّنا الرُّ اها فِي الدِّ إِْكرا

لِيمٌ  ِميٌع عا ُ سا هللاه اما لاهاا وا ةِ اْلُوْثقاىا الا انفِصا  اْستاْمساكا بِاْلُعْروا

'Whoever disbelieves in Taghut and believes in Allaah, indeed he is holding onto a strongest 

(trustworthy) handhold.’ 

(There is no explanation for this hand hold). 
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Imaam Ibnu Katheer رمحه اهلل says in his Tafseer: 

"Then he has grasped the most trustworthy handhold that will never break) means, "he will have 
hold of the true religion with the strongest grasp.'' Allaah equated this adherence to the firm 

handhold that never breaks because it is built solid and because its handle is firmly connected."  

This is why Allaah ُسبحانه وتعاىل said here, 
 

Tâghut – anything worshipped besides Allaah is tâghut. It is more a general meaning. 

 

To disbelieve in Tâghut and have belief in Allaah is ‘ال اله االهللا’ (Laa Ilaaha ill-Allaah). 

 

To disbelieve in Tâghut and believe in Allaah  is the requirement of : Laa Ilaaha ill-Allaah 

That is why it is called al Urwatu-l-Wuthqa – the Most Trustworthy and strongest 

Handhold. 

 

Al-Kalimah al-Faariqah (The Word of Criteria) between Islam & Kufr: This is the 

distinction (Criterion) between kufr and Islaam. So whoever utters and acts by its 

conditions becomes a Muslim. Not just knowing it.. and whoever refuses to say it or 

says it without knowing the meaning or he says it knowing the meaning but does not 

act or fulfills its requirements : Lam Yakun Musliman… He will not become a Muslim.  

 

So one must have knowledge of it, must say it, know the correct meaning of it and fulfill 

the pillars, requirements of it and act upon it. Now from this we can see who is a true 

Muslim. All these are Imaan… Belief, uttering and acting upon it. (Inwardly and 

outwardly). 

 

So these are the Asmaa (names) of ‘ال اله االهللا’ (Laa Ilaaha ill-Allaah). 

 

Many of the Sufis they utter these words and make remembrances (dhikr) with it saying:  

' Laa Ilaaha ill-Allaah, Laa Ilaaha ill-Allaah '..  and they i.e. move their bodies/limbs to that 

tune.. front to back, left to right. So they say it 1000s of time but don’t know the 

meaning of it. They know it as ‘There is no god but Allaah.’ So the Sufis don’t know the 

correct meaning of it neither act upon it nor fulfill its requirements. So there is no 

benefit in saying it millions or billions of times..  

 

Sufis say, 'Laa Ilaaha ill-Allaah' thousands of times during the hours of morning and 
evening but they also call upon other than Allaah (i.e. they commit Shirk). So this 
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nullifies their Tawheed. These words therefore don’t benefit them. They call upon the 
dead in their graves… they obey their Mashaaik… (Nakshabandi, Qaadiriya) who 
legislates rules for them whereby they don’t obey Allaah.  
 

So they don’t take the Shariah from Rasulullaah but rather they take it from their 

Mashaik even though they increase in their utterance of ‘ال اله االهللا’ ('Laailaahailallaah') day 

and night. It will not benefit them.  

 

And among the Sufis who don’t pronounce it completely rather say it: Laailaaha, 

Laailaaha… and  illallaah.. illallaah ... ho ho, ho ho, (from Qul huw allaahu Ahad)… i.e. their 

zikr.  

 

To say only 'Laailaaha', Laailaaha' (there is no god.. there is no god)…..is kufr…baathil 

(false meaning). 

 

They pretend or claim that they are specific ones.. that is they have reached a special 

level because of the adkhârs they have said. Some claim that when they reach a very 

high level, they don’t have to do ibaadah.. e.g. No salaah on them is due, no need zakaah 

etc. They claim they have a special connection with Allaah. So this is directly kufr. Here 

Shaitaan is playing with them and making fun of them.. So when he knew that they 

liked this type of dhikr.. he played with them and turned them from the right use of this 

word ‘Kalimah’ to the baatil (falsehood). He diverted them into the wrong action.. 

path…whereby they don’t benefit at all.  

 

They do not say the complete phrase 'Laailaaha', instead they say 'Allaah, Allaah'. So 

there is no benefit for uttering the incomplete phrase as it is not a complete sentence. 

This incomplete zikr has no meaning… Allaah, Allaah.. You should say something that 

has a meaning.. like Allaahu Akbar, Alhamdulillaah, Laa Ilaaha ill-Allaah. Some of them 

also say: Ho Ho Ho…..(Huwa is a pronoun.. and it will not benefit them even if they say 

it a million times). 

 

Actually the Sheikh says that those who say'Allaah, Allaah,.. or ho, ho'  are saying that 

which is not the zikr of Allaah, but it is whispers of Shaitaan. 

 

There are some among them who don’t pronounce the words but say it in their hearts.. 

Allaah, Allaah,.. or ho ho which is worse. Shaitaan is more strong in them. On the other 

side these are worshippers. What kind of worshippers are they? Ignorant worshippers.  
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Shaitaan played with them in these ways… made fun of them even in Kalimatut-

Tawheed. Shaitaan misguided some. They leave off saying: ‘ال اله االهللا’ (Laa Ilaaha ill-

Allaah). They hardly remember to say it except on very few occasions. This is also from 

Shaitaan’s efforts of diverting someone from the remembrance of Allaah so that he 

doesn’t reap its benefits.  

 

There is a hadeeth that on Yawmul Qiyamah the servant will find himself empty of any 

actions due to his sins. No actions due to his sins. So Allaah will bring a card and it will 

be put on his scale whereby it will take away all the sins. (The sins will be taken away 

due to the heaviness or the weight of La ilaaha ill Allaah.. as recorded in At-Tirmidhi 

(2639): 

 

'Abdullãh bin 'Amr bin A'As narrated that the Messenger of Allaah said:  
 

"Indeed Allaah will distinguish a man from my Ummah before all of creation on the Day of 
Judgement. Ninety-nine scrolls will be laid out for him, each scroll is as far as the eye can see, 
then He will say: 'Do you deny any of this? Have those who recorded this wronged you?' He 

will say: 'No, O Lord!' He will say: 'Do you have an excuse?' He will say: 'No, O Lord!' So He 
will say: 'Rather you have a good deed with us, so you shall not be wronged today." Then He 

will bring out a card (Bitaaqah); on it will be: "I testify that  La Ilaha IllAllaah, and I testify that 
Muhammad is His servant and Messenger." He will say: 'Bring your scales.' He will say: 'O 

Lord! What good is this card next to these scrolls?' He will say: 'You shall not be wronged.' He 
said: 'The scrolls will be put on a pan (of the scale), and the card on (the other) pan; the scrolls 

will be light, and the card will be heavy, nothing is heavier than the Name of Allaah."  

(Authenticated by alAlbaani & al-Waadi'i) 
 

** The hadeeth of Amribn Aas, which is called the hadeeth of the card, and in this 

narration of the Prophet صّلى اللَُّه عليه وسّلم, it is mentioned that theservant is brought on the day of 

judgement, and the servant has 99 tablets that are filled with hisnumerous sins, and the servant 
believes that he is destroyed, and it is said to him that you havewith us a great and good deed, 
and it is said to him to bring his scales, and his scales arebrought and it is brought out another 
card and in this card, the statement that there is noneworthy of worship except Allaah is present, 
and the servant says what can this card do inregards to these 99 cards that are filled with sins, 

and it is placed in the scale, and the statement that ‘ال اله االهللا’ - La ilaaha ill Allaah outweighs the 
99 tablets that are filled with sins of this servant. And it ismentioned that nothing can outweigh 

the name of Allaah عليه السالم. 
 

So this word will benefit one who says it sincerely knowing the meaning of it and 
fulfilling the requirements of it. Even though he had sins it will benefit him.  
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So Sheikh-ul-Islaam continues by saying that this is also known as word of Taqwa and 
Urwatu-l-Wuthqa (a trustworthy hold) and also this is the word Ibrahim عليه السالم made 

abide in his ‘zurriya’ ---- zurriya means his offspring so that they may return to Allaah 
 .ُسبحانه وتعاىل

 
Sheikh Saalih al-Fawzaan called Ibrahim عليه السالم “Abut Tawheed’- Father of Tawheed. He 

was called so because he was calling to tawheed by fighting against his people. There are 
many stories of him calling to Tawheed. 
 
(إنني براء مما تعبدون )   (i.e. he is free from their action. What is their action? Their act of 

worship.. it could also mean what they are worshipping i.e. idols). Therefore it means 
freeing himself from the act of their worship and what they worship.  
 
‘ ((إال الذي فطرني )) except the One who created me.. (So he is NOT freeing himself from 
Allaah.) He will only worship Allaah (ُسبحانه وتعاىل).  

 
So this is the meaning of ‘ال اله االهللا’ - ‘LaailaahaillAllaah’.  (These words of Ibrahim : Indeed 
I am free and innocent… to free himself from that which they worshiped and to worship 
Allaah alone.. that is the meaning of ‘LaailaahaillAllaah.’ 
 
“Indeed I am free and innocent – this means 'Laailaaha’.. there is no God worthy of worship 
i.e. you free yourself and make yourself innocent… this is called ‘baraa.’  

 
What does ‘to free yourself’ mean? Baraa – So 'Baraa' means ‘to be far, to have hatred, to show 

enmity.. ‘ 
 
What does ‘I am innocent’ mean? ‘to be far, to have hatred, to show enmity.’ 

 
((إال الذي فطرني )) --- this is the meaning of ‘illallAllaah.’ This is what Ibrahim عليه السالم meant:   

except who created me and I will only worship Him. This is called 'al-Walaa'. This is the 
opposite of ‘baraa’.  
 
'Baraa' means: to make yourself innocent by abstaining from it, showing hatred and 
enmity. Al-Walaa is the opposite which means ‘to get closer, to show love, friendship & 

support.’ So these two words are opposites: Walaa and Baraa (to be away – to get closer; 
to have hatred – to have love; to show enmity – to show support).  
 
So in Kalimatut-Tawheed you have al-Walaa wal baraa. (You have affection and aversion). 
 
First is ‘baraa’ --- first you have to free yourself. This is called ‘tasfiyyah’.  
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'Tasfiyyah wat-Tarbiyyah' is another word you can use for translation. That is the basic of 

our deen. Sheikh al-Albani اهلل مرمحه  used to use these words. ‘Tasfiya’ means al-bar’aa (to 

free yourself) and ‘Tarbiyyah’ means (to educate yourself on the truth which is (Al-

Walaa) --- ‘ال اله االهللا’ LaailaahaillAllaah contains both.  
 
So after Ibrahim عليه السالم said this to his people:   
 

الَِّذي َفَطَرِني فَِإنَُّه َسيَ ْهِدينِ ِممَّا تَ ْعُبُدوَن  ِإَّلَّ  ِإنَِّني بَ َراء    

 

….. indeed He would guide me.’ --- ‘I am innocent from whatever you worship except from 
the One Who created me. Indeed He would guide me.’  

 

تَ ْعُبُدونَ َوِإْذ قَاَل ِإبْ َراِهيُم ِِلَبِيِه َوقَ ْوِمِه ِإنَِّني بَ َراء مِّمَّا   
 

"And (remember) when Ibrahîm (Abraham) said to his father and his people: "Verily, I am 
innocent of what you worship.." 

(Az-Zukhruf 43:26) 
 

ْهِدينِ   ِإَّلَّ الَِّذي َفَطَرِني فَِإنَُّه َسي َ
"Except Him (i.e. I worship none but Allâah Alone) Who did create me, and verily, He will guide 

me." 

(Az-Zukhruf 43:27) 
 
 

 َوَجَعَلَها َكِلَمًة بَاِقَيًة ِفي َعِقِبِه َلَعلَُّهْم يَ ْرِجُعونَ 
 

"And he made it [i.e. Lâilâha ill-Allâh (none has the right to be worshipped but Allâah Alone)] a 
Word lasting among his offspring (True Monotheism), that they may turn back (i.e. to repent to 

Allâah or receive admonition)." 

(Az-Zukhruf 43:28) 
 

After Ibrahim عليه السالم addressed his people he made ‘ال اله االهللا’  ‘LaailaahaillAllaah’– the 

meaning of it abide in his offspring after him so they may return back to the truth, they 
may return back to LaailaahaillAllaah and its meaning (i.e. monotheism). 
 

The ayahs from Surah Al-Baqarah will further explain how Ibrahim  عليه السالم made dua to 

Allaah ُسبحانه وتعاىل to establish Tawheed among his offspring:  
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"Our Lord! And make us submissive unto You and of our offspring a nation submissive unto 
You..’ 

(Al-Baqarah2:128) 
And Allaah ُسبحانه وتعاىل says: 
 

                                     

 

"And this (submission to Allâh, Islâm) was enjoined by Ibrâhim (Abraham) upon his sons and 
by Ya'qûb (Jacob), (saying), "O my sons! Allâh has chosen for you the (true) religion, then die 

not except in the Faith of Islâm (as Muslims - Islâmic Monotheism)." 

(Al-Baqarah 2:132) 
 

And: 
 

                             

                          

 
Or were you witnesses when death approached Ya'qûb (Jacob)? When he said unto his sons, 

"What will you worship after me?" They said, "We shall worship your Ilâh (God - Allâh), the 
Ilâh (God) of your fathers, Ibrâhim (Abraham), Ismâ'il (Ishmael), Ishâque (Isaac), One Ilâh 

(God), and to Him we submit (in Islâm)." 
(Al-Baqarah 2:133) 

 
Since then it was there: the ‘LaailaahaillAllaah’ amongst his offspring. Prophet 

Muhammad (صلي اهلل عليه و سلم) is the offspring of Ibrahim through Ismail عليه السالم. 
 
 
This is the response of Allaah ُسبحانه وتعاىل to the dua made by Ibrahim عليه السالم: 
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"Our Lord! Send amongst them a Messenger of their own (and indeed Allâh answered their 
invocation by sending Muhammad Peace be upon him ), who shall recite unto them Your Verses 
and instruct them in the Book (this Qur'ân) and Al-Hikmah (full knowledge of the Islâmic laws 
and jurisprudence or wisdom or Prophethood, etc.), and sanctify them. Verily! You are the All-

Mighty, the All-Wise." 
(Al-Baqarah 2:129) 

 
 
The Prophet (صلي اهلل عليه و سلم) used to say that he was ordered to fight the people until they 

say: ‘ال اله االهللا’  ‘LaailaahaillAllaah’. If they said it, it would indeed protect them in their 
wealth and their blood.  
 
It means they will be protected from being killed and their wealth would be protected. 
If they do not accept Islaam they should pay 'jizya'. If they do not pay the jizya we fight 
them until they surrender and take their jizya. (Jizya is only for the Ahlul-Kitaab: Jews & 
Christians. They were given this option.) 
 
Either they say ‘LaailaahaillAllaah’ and become a Muslim or they pay the jizya. If they 

didn’t pay jizya, the Prophet (صلي اهلل عليه و سلم)fought them. This is not for the Mushrikeen. 

The Mushrikeen didn’t have a choice. If they didn’t accept ‘ال اله االهللا’ (LaailaahaillAllaah) 

and become a Muslim, Rasulullaah (صلي اهلل عليه و سلم) fought them and their wealth is halaal 

to be taken. (Ghanima – war booty). 
 

If someone says accepts by saying ‘ال اله االهللا’ understanding the meaning then his life 
and wealth will be protected and he is a Muslim. We accept what he says of that which 
is apparent and what is in his heart is for Allaah to judge and also his accounting is with 
Allaah ُسبحانه وتعاىل.  Also the Muslim government takes from them their rights ---- meaning 

if he is married and he commits adultery, then it is his right that he gets killed or if he 
kills another Muslim, he should also be killed. So this is the right of ‘ال اله االهللا’--- even 
though he is a Muslim.  
 
Even if his wealth is protected by ‘ال اله االهللا’, we take the zakaah from him and if he 
abuses or hurts someone the penalty is taken from him.   

 
(End of Part 1) 

To be continued bi'ithnillaahi ta'ala.... 


