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THE RULING ON 
MOVIES IN
ISLAM

Quest ion: What is the ruling on watching 
and buying Islamic animated-cartoon 
movies, given that these movies present 
purposeful and beneficial stories for 
children which promote good character, 
dutifulness to parents, honesty, offering 
Salah (Prayer) regularly and the like. These 
animated movies are intended as good 
substitutes for television which has become 
widespread. However, the problem we face 
is related to the fact that such movies 
present hand-drawn pictures of humans and 
animals. Is it permissible to watch these 
animated cartoons? Please advise. May Allah 
reward you with the best!

Answer: It  is not  permissible to buy, sel l  or 
use cartoon movies, because they include 
Haram pictures. Raising children should be 
done in ways that are Islamically acceptable 
with regard to teaching, disciplining, 
encouraging them to offer Salah and taking 
good care of them.

May Allah grant us success. May peace and 
blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, 
his family, and Companions".

[Fatwa no. 19933]

The Rul ing on Watching Obscene Movies

Shaikh Bin Baz rahimahullah was asked:

 Quest ion: Our brother mentions some inf luences 
of videos. He says: many of the videos come from 
the west and the actors are disbelievers. They act 
what occurs between a man and his wife and they 
show pictures which are not bef itt ing we mention 
in this position. We hope from you, Generous 
Shaikh, guidance: Can the people be inf luenced 
specif ically in their marriage life by what is in 
these f ilms or should they avoid them?

Answer: "What is obl igatory is to avoid them. 
What is obl igatory is to avoid these f i l thy f i lms 
which display naked women or a man with his 
wife or a fornicator with the one he is fornicat ing 
or homosexual ity or what  resembles that . All of 
these f ilms are detestable, evil, and obscene. It is 
obligatory to f ight against them and it is 
obligatory not to allow them. It is obligatory to 
punish the one who supplies them to the lands of 
Islam and it is obligatory upon the rulers of every 
Islamic land to f ight against these f ilthy f ilms by 
way of police, from the way of monitoring books, 
by way of monitoring the f ilms, from the way of 
media, and from every way possible. It is 
obligatory upon the Muslims rulers to f ight them 
by every means until they do not enter the lands 
because they cause evil to the ummah and being 
daring upon what Allah made unlawful. So it is 
obligatory to warn from that and prevent these 
f ilthy streams. We ask Allah for well-being" [Noor 
'ala Darb no. 885] 
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Bismil lah ar-Rahman ar-Raheem

Al l  Praise is  due to Al lah and may Peace and 
Blessings be upon the Prophet , his 
Companions, and his fol lowers unt i l  the Last  
Day. 

As for what  proceeds:

Watching movies has become a common 
pastime and hobby of many people in our 
modern era. Muslims and Non-Muslims alike 
take great pleasure in viewing movies of all 
types and genres. And now with the rise of 
the internet, people spend countless hours 
streaming their movies online, thereby 
squandering their t ime and potential. The 
Islamic Scholars have long been warning 
against the harms of watching  movies, 
especially its  harms to a person's religion. 
This pamphlet will highlight the prohibit ion 
of movies in Islam as communicated through 
the verdicts of the Scholars of Islam. I ask 
Allah that He protect the Muslims from this 
harmful pastime and that He guides them to 
that which is best. 

    

The Rul ing on Watching Movies and Dramas

Shaikh Bin Baz rahimahullah was asked:

Quest ion:  All praise is due to Allah, we have 
been guided by Allah to His obedience and to 
not l istening to music and the likes. However, 
my question is: is watching f ilms and dramas on 
video considered unlawful? Benefit us, may 
Allah reward you.

Answer: ?Watching videos and what resembles 
a video like the television, if  it has music, 
women who are displaying their bodies, men 
embracing women or women embracing men, 
or a woman kissing a man and the likes, then all 
of this is unlawful. It  is not  al lowed to watch  i t  
and l isten to the voices which are in the f i lm 
and television f rom what  Al lah has made 
unlawful . Not music nor other than it from what 
Allah made unlawful because Allah, the Exalted 
prohibited His servants from watching what He 
prohibited them from watching and listening to 
what is prohibited to listen to from music and 
instruments. So it obligatory upon the believing 
male and female to avoid what Allah made 
unlawful. So you do not l isten to what Allah 
prohibited and watch what Allah prohibited, not 
in a f ilm nor on television nor other than them. 
It is obligatory to be removed from evil and not 
be in its presence.  This is what is necessary for 
a believer and that is what is obligatory upon 
him.

Allah, the Exalted says: And it  has al ready 
been revealed to you in the Book (this 
Quran) that  when you hear the Verses of  
Al lah being denied and mocked at , then sit  
not  with them, unt i l  they engage in a talk 
other than that ; (but  i f  you stayed with 
them) certainly in that  case you would be 
l ike them. Surely, Al lah wil l  col lect  the 
hypocrites and disbel ievers al l  together in 
Hel l  [4:140]. So it is obligatory upon the 
believer not to watch evil nor l isten to evil 
statements. Not music, nor instruments, nor 
anything other than them of what Allah 
prohibited. Likewise, he should not watch 
evil television series or evil shows which 
have women displaying their bodies in front 
of men, displaying their charms in front of 
men, men embracing a woman or a woman 
embracing a man, and what resembles that of 
what Allah prohibited whether that is in a 
f ilm or on television. The conclusion is that it 
is obligatory for a man and woman to be far 
away from what Allah prohibited, both 
listening to it and watching it in a f ilm or 
otherwise? 

[http:/ /www.binbaz.org.sa/node/17851]
 

The Rul ing Watching Cartoon Movies

The Permanent Committee for Scholarly 
Research and If ta' was asked:

  


